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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 1676 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, MPOL, NATO, GR, TU 

SUBJECT: GREECE-NATO - ALLEGED WASHINGTON REJECTION OF SPECIAL 
RELATIONSHIP AND GOG DENIAL 

1 . LIBERAL OPPOSITION TO VIMA REPORTED ON FEBRUARY 26 THAT STATE 
AND DOD HAVE CONCLUDED THAT A SPECIAL STATUS FOR GREECE IN NATO, 
AT LEAST TO THE EXTENT ATHENS DESIRES IT, IS "NEITHER JUSTIFIED 

NOR EXPEDIENT." THE STORY, BY NEW YORK-BASED CORRESPONDENT 
EFSTATHIADIS FROM A "KNOWLEDGEABLE AMERICAN SOURCE," STATED THAT 
THE USG HAD STUDIED FOR SEVERAL MONTHS THE GENERAL POLITICAL 
CONDITIONS IN GREECE AS WELL AS GREEK "SUGGESTIONS" FOR 
FLEXIBILITY, BUT HAD DECIDED TO AGREE WITH THE NATO STAFF IN 
BRUSSELS AND OTHER ALLIED MILITARY OFFICERS WHO ARE FIRMLY 
OPPOSED, SO TO VIMA ALLEGES, TO A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP. 

2. THE FOREGOING DECISION. AT LEAST IN CONCEPTUAL TERMS, WAS 
REPORTEDLY BRIEFED TO THE GOG SOMETIME BETWEEN MID-JANUARY AND 
EARLY FEBRUARY, ACCORDING TO EFSTATHIADIS. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, 
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ACCORDING TO EFSTATHIADIS' ACCOUNT, THE GREEK MILITARY LEADER- 
SHIP HELD A LONG MEETING THAT DETERMINED IT WAS POLITICALLY NOT 
FEASIBLE TO RECOMMEND FULL RETURN TO NATO, IRRESPECTIVE OF 
TECHNICAL PROBLEMS. (COMMENT: SEE USDAO ATHENS IR 6 837 0045 78 
DTG 101430Z FEB 78 WHICH REPORTED SUCH A MEETING, ALTHOUGH 
WITHOUT SUCH A FIRM DECISION.) 
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3. PRO-GOVERNMENT VRADYNI CARRIED A SECONDARY STORY AFTERNOON 
FEBRUARY 27 IN WHICH A "COMPETENT INDIVIDUAL" CHARACTERIZED THE 
TO VIMA REPORT AS "UNTRUE". THE SOURCE STATED THAT THE GOG 
POSITION IS UNCHANGED, THE GOAL (OF A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP) RE- 
MAINS "ATTAINABLE", AND THAT THE ISSUE (AS DESCRIBED BY TO VIMA) 

"DOES NOT EXIST." 
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